
would hesitate över making a p ro­
test to a large country in any 
event.

T hat any political m otivation 
lies behind th e  “Russian hail” is 
m ost unlikely. This somehow 
makes the phenomenon, if it i* 
actually a weapon of war, m ore 
terrifying. I t  has an im personal, 
emotionless quality  tha t disregard* 
hum an values which havé been 
painfully bu ilt up  through the  cen- 
turies.

I t  resem bled the actions of th e  
Soviets in the  fall of 1939, w hen 
thousands of Poles fled into Rus- 
sia to escape from  the  Nazis. M any 
of them  were professional m en 
and intellectuals w ith the ir fam - 
ilies. They w ere pu t in fo rest 
camps in the  dead of w in ter w ith 
pitifully  inadequate clothing and 
food, and they died fn an average 
of th ree weeks. T here was no spe­
cial hostility tow ard these people, 
but there  was no place fo r them  
to go and in the camps they con- 
tributed  little  work before they 
died.
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BEARING ON the m ystery of 

the flying bombs is a m isunder- 
standing as to w hat happened on 
the island of Peenem unde, which 
was one of the  chief centers fö r 
G erm an experim ents w ith rockets. 
In  this column, in the Reader*# 
Digest and elsewhere in the U nited 
States, it has been widely p rin ted  
on w hat seem ed good inform ation 
tha t installations a t Peenem unde 
were destroyed by bombing a t­
tacks. T hat is not true. The U nit­
ed S tates strategic bombing sur- 
vey determ ined th a t very little  
damage was done a t Peenem unde.

From o ther sources I havé 
learned th a t the Russians took 
Peenem unde alm ost intact. They 
also captured a num ber of G er­
man scientists who w ere active in 
prom oting guided m issile and 
rocket research.

The U nited S tates got its share 
of these scientists, many of whom 
are now in America. But the 
Soviets also shared in th is strange 
spoil of war and the ir captured  
scientists are now said to be work- 
ing for them . These experts may 
be teaching the  Russians w hat 
they know and th a t may be the 

jexplanation for the m ysterious 
! fireworks.

Psychologists do not, of course, 
discount the rem arkable sugges- 
tibility of the hum an m ind in pe­
riods of g reat stress. Before th e  
rise of Nazism, with its sin ister ac- 
com panim ent of mass hypnosis, we 
liked to th ink  we w ere living in an 
åge of reason and could not be 
touched by spells and hysteria th a t 
form erly swept whole populations. 
In the year 1000 large num bers of 
Europeans becam e convinced th a t 
the world was ending and strange 
form s of mass hysteria occurred 
throughout the  Continent.

Perhaps the “Russian hail” was 
only a stray m eteor or two magni- 
fied by tragic fears. th a t feed on 
the m ysteries of science. How 
many years m ust pass before we 
can hope to see the peoples of the  
world back to anything like 
norm al?


